[Acute renal failure in critically ill patients].
Acute renal failure (ARF) is characterized by a sudden increase in plasma creatinine and a decrease in urine flow. ARF is caused by multiple factors of which the most important are hypovolemia, hypotension, septic mediators and nephrotoxic agents. ARF is observed in 10-23% of critically ill patients. The mortality of critically ill patients in whom ARF has developed is 50-70%. If the patient survives, the recovery of renal function is 90-95%. Non-dialytic therapy is early volume resuscitation whereas furosemid may worsen ARF. At the present time the dialytic therapy of choice in ICU patients with ARF is continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT).